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VII. Description of the sepulchral Effigy of John de Sheppy, Bishop
of Rochester, discovered in Rochester Cathedral, A.D. 1825,
with illustrative Drawings: communicated by ALFRED JOHN
KEMPE, Esq. F.S.A. in a Letter to HENRY ELLIS, Esq. F.R.S.
Secretary.
Read 3rd May, 1832.
Rodney Buildings, New Kent Road,
DEAR SIR, April 4th, 1832.
I BEG to submit to the inspection of the Society of Antiquaries, the
Drawings which I caused to be made in August last, by Mr. John Swaine
junior, student of the Royal Academy, from the Effigy of John de Sheppy,
Bishop of Rochester, which was discovered in the year 1825, during the
repairs which took place in Rochester Cathedral, under the superintendance
of Mr. Cottingham the architect.
It was found walled up in the easternmost arch of the north side of the
choir, and covered with more than two cart-loads of chalk.
The figure was lying on an altar tomb, over which is a double curved
Gothic arch, as seen in Plate VII.
Intermixed with the superincumbent rubbish were found various beauti-
ful, but sadly mutilated portions of the decorations connected with John de
Sheppy's tomb, as figures of the Virgin and the infant Jesus, of the prophet
Moses, portions of other small statues, branches of the vine, clusters of
grapes, crockets, pinnacles, &c. all elegantly carved, painted, and gilt.
The Drawing, N°. 2 (Plate VIII.) represents the effigy of the Bishop (cut
out of a single stone) as he appeared when attired in the pontifical ornaments.
He wears a costly mitre, a cope, painted to represent rich embroidery, dalmatic
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or alb, and tunic. Against his left shoulder rests a pastoral staff, swathed
with a white bandage; the head of the staff is broken off. On his hands
are jewelled gloves, and on the fourth finger of the right hand is a ring, in
which a ruby is represented to be set; at his feet are two dogs, having
collars encircled with small bells. These animals, so often represented
on tombs, were (like hawks) the accompaniments of rank. He wears
boots, on which are painted the bands of the ancient sandals which they
had superseded; the " caligas cum sandaliis" of the Romish pontificals.
Over the left arm is a rich maniple, decorated with lozenge-shaped com-
partments, ornamentally painted, and covered with pieces of crystal, or white
transparent glass. The details of the ornaments on the Bishop's vestments
are given in Plate VII.
We learn from the ancient formularies, that the regalia of the episcopal
office (if they may be so termed) were imposed with considerable solemnity.
The Bishop elect, before his consecration, retired to a side chapel, where
he put on the amictus or amice ; the alb, which, notwithstanding the name,
was not always necessarily white, nor was it invariably made of linen cloth—
the alb was confined to the body by the cingulum or girdle. The stole, a
narrow slip of cloth, was thrown over the head and hung down above the
alb on either side to the knees. The maniple or fanon, a napkin for remov-
ing any impurity from the sacramental cup, was placed on the arm, and
over the whole was worn the chasuble a or cope. Sometimes, like the sur-
coat of the military order, copes were adorned with the armorial bearings
of the Bishop to whom they belonged ; thus, in the thirteenth century we
find Dean Geoffrey de Lucy's red velvet cope embroidered with luces or
pikes, his family cognizance, and with a representation of the root of Jesse.b
The Bishop elect then offered at the high altar two lighted torches and
two barrels of wine. The pastoral staff, being previously blessed, was then
delivered to him, with the words " Accipe baculum pastoralis officii et sis in
corrigendis vitiis pie saeviens," &c.
The ring, being also blessed, was next placed on his finger, in token of
a Chasuble, " quasi parva casa," from the protection against the weather which it afforded to the
wearer ; from the same reason it was also called the PluviaL
b See Dugdale's Monasticon, vol. iii. p. 309.
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his spiritual representation of the Church, the spouse of Christ. The offi-
ciating Bishop saying, " Accipe annulum fidei, scilicet signaculum quatenus
sponsam Dei," &c.
The Gospels were then delivered to him, and he took the Sacrament.
The mitre, having been duly blessed, was now put upon his head ; as the
champion of God invested with the helmet of salvation; for such are the
expressions of the formulary : " Imponimus, Domine, capiti hujus antistitis
et agonistae tui, galeam munitionis et salutis."
The gloves were then blessed. The ring being taken off, they were placed
on his hands ; they were white, as an emblem of the purity of the new man,
and made of the skin of the hid, because Jacob obtained his father's
blessing by placing " the skins of the kids of the goats" upon his hands
when he personated his brother Esau.c
" Circunda, Domine, manus hujus ministri tui munditia novi hominis, qui
de coelo descendit, utque admodum Jacob dilectus tuus pelliculis hedorum
co-opertis manibus, paternam benedictionem oblato patri cibo potumque
gratissimo impetravit," are the words of the ritual. The ring was then
again replaced, but on the outside of the glove, as it appears on the original
figure d which this paper describes.
Having digressed thus far on the subject of the imposition of the episcopal
vestments, of which de Sheppy's Effigy affords so splendid an illustration,
I return to the personal subject of that piece of sculpture.
John de Sheppy was originally a monk in the priory of St. Andrew's,
Rochester; he was educated and patronised by his predecessor in that see,
Haymo de Hethe, Confessor to Edward the Second. In 1352 he was him-
self elected to the see of Rochester, and consecrated Bishop the 10th of
March in that year, by William Edendon, Bishop of Winchester, in the
church of St. Mary Overy (now St. Saviour's) Southwark, no doubt with the
ceremonies which have been recited.
He must have been a man of considerable ability and general attain-
ments, for he was appointed Chancellor of the Realm, A.D. 1356, the 30th
ot Edward III., and Treasurer in 1358. Some sermons of his composition
' Genesis, chap, xxvii. v. 23.
<1 The ring being on the right hand does not appear in the drawing.
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are said to be still extant at New College, Oxford. He died 19th October,
I860, at his house in Lambeth, called la Place, leaving one hundred marks
{a large sura for the time) to defray his funeral expences, and was buried at
Rochester in a chantry of his own foundation, where he had erected an altar
to St. John the Baptist, and where he directed a mass to be daily sung for the
soul of his royal master the third Edward, for his own, and for the souls of
all the faithful defunct.
He endowed this chapel with certain lands and tenements for the support
of a chantry priest, and appointed as trustees of the endowment, the
Chancellor of England, the Chief Justice of the King's Bench, and the
Master of the Rolls (Clericus Rotulorum) for the time being, in perpetuo.
From the revenues of the endowment the chaplain was to present the
Chancellor yearly with three quarters of oats, the Chief Justice and the
Master of the Rolls with two quarters each for their trouble. These oats
might be considered as a dole for their lordships' horses, when they might
themselves journey to Rochester to inspect the chantry estates and audit
its accounts.
From a deed, extant in the Textus Roffensis, of John Cardon, Prior of
Rochester in the time of Henry the Sixth, we find the receipts of the priest
from the chantry estates commuted for an annual stipend of fourteen marks.
The poet Chaucer has censured, in his day, those ecclesiastical pluralists
who sought to ensure an augmentation of their worldly revenue, by obtain-
ing, in addition to their livings, one or two of these chantry endowments.
He says of his parish priest, that
he sette not his benefice to hire,
And left his sheep incumbered in the mire,
And ran not unto London, to Seint Poules,
To seeken him a Chantry for soules.
That is, he did not abandon the spiritual instruction of his flock, to become
a stipendiary drone, for the performance of a duty, nominal perhaps in many
cases, or at best (as the poet, whose mind was remarkably unshackled by the
superstitions of his age, conceived) absurd and useless.
John de Sheppy was buried either under the identical arch where his
effigy now lies, or in some similar position between the chantry which he
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had founded and the body of the Cathedral Church. The remarkable vari-
ation in the inscription, on either side of the slab on which his effigy rests,
proves this circumstance. When in the chantry chapel the spectator reads,
" hie jacet drls johans de schepeie epiis istius ecclie," Bishop of that church.
When in the choir of the Cathedral, as before, with the alteration " episco-
pus hujus ecclesie," Bishop of this church.
Weever no doubt alludes to this identical effigy, when he says, Bishop
John de Sheppy's portraiture is in the wall over his place of burial :e precisely
in such a situation was it found. The preposition in, which has been erro-
neously transcribed by the compiler of the History of Rochester on, shews
that Weever in his description of the tomb means an effigy not a picture,
and that this costly memorial was visible about 1631, when he published his
" Funeral Monuments."
No doubt the mutilations which it has undergone were perpetrated by the
soldiers of the Parliament army, whose buff coats and bandaliers remaining
in the cathedral at this day, attest their having desecrated it as a military
barrack. Indeed, we find the Warden and Scholars of Merton College, Ox-
ford, recording precisely the same cause for the mutilation of the monument
of their founder/ which is placed but a few yards north-west of John de
Sheppy's, and which they renewed in the year 1662.
We may conjecture that the effigy of de Sheppy was concealed during the
troublesome times (with a view to the re-edification of his tomb at some
future period) by the care of the pious John Warner, who was Bishop of
Rochester from 1637 to 1666, a period which embraces the democratic and
fanatical fury of the great Rebellion, so destructive of the memorials of the
piety and taste of our ancestors.
I remain, dear Sir,
very sincerely yours,
ALFRED JOHN KEMPE.
HENRY ELLIS, Esq.
&c. &c. &c.
e Fun. Monum. p. 314.
f See Inscription on the tomb of Walter de Merton, Bishop of Rochester, transcribed in Thorpe's
Regijt. Roffens.
